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19th December

INTERNATIONAL

1) Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi

e Egypt's President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has clinched a third term, garnering 89.6% of
the vote in the nation’s latest election.

e Despite economic hardships and regional tensions, Sisi’s victory was anticipated,
given the limited opposition.

2) China have lost their lives in the country’s

e At least 118 people in north-west China have lost their lives in the country’s deadliest
earthquake in 13 years.

e The 6.2 magnitude quake struck the mountainous Gansu province around midnight
on Monday, also affecting the neighboring Qinghai province.

3) Bhutan, a picturesque Himalayan kingdom

e Bhutan, a picturesque Himalayan kingdom, is set to embark on a transformative
journey with the announcement of its ambitious “Gelephu Smartcity Project.”

* The Bhutanese King, Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, revealed the plans for a

massive “International city” spanning over 1,000 sq. km. on the border with Assam.

4) Governing Council of the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law

e Ms. Uma Sekhar achieved a remarkable victory by securing 45 out of 59 votes in the
initial round of elections for the Governing Council of the International Institute for
the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT) held in Rome, Italy.

e This historic win not only represents Ms. Sekhar’s individual achievement but also
elevates India to a prominent on the Governing Council for the term spanning

2024-28.
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NATIONAL NEWS

1) Anand Marriage Act

® The Jammu and Kashmir administration has taken a step towards fulfilling a long-
standing demand of the Sikh community by implementing the Anand Marriage Act.

e This act provides statutory recognition to Sikh marriage rituals, allowing Sikh couples
to register their marriages under specific regulations instead of the Hindu Marriage

Act.

2) Post Office Bill, 2023

* The Indian Parliament recently approved the Post Office Bill, 2023, marking a
significant overhaul of the 125-year-old Indian Post Office Act, 1898.

® The new legislation aims to modernize and consolidate the legal framework governing
post offices in India.

STATE NEWS

1) Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur

* The Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IITK) and the Indian Navy have joined
hands in Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed at the Naval Headquarters.

e Rear Admiral K Srinivas, Asst. Chief of Material (Dockyard & Refits) and Prof. S.
Ganesh, Director of IIT Kanpur, formalized this partnership, through academic and
technological prowess.

BANKING NEWS

1) Ekta Nagar (Kevadia)

e Ekta Nagar (Kevadia), The 605th gathering of the Central Board of Directors of the
Reserve Bank of India, led by Governor Shaktikanta Das, meticulously examined the
prevailing economic and financial landscape.

e The discussions, held against the backdrop of the challenging global geopolitical
developments, aimed to dissect both domestic and international scenarios.
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SPORTS NEWS

1) Mitchell Starc marks a remarkable return to the IPL

e  Mitchell Starc marks a remarkable return to the IPL, securing a spot with Kolkata
Knight Riders for the 2024 season after the franchise successfully bid 24.75 crore

for the Australian pace bowler.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

1) Dr. Srinivas Naik Dharavath

e Real Vision Homes Pvt Ltd proudly announces that its Chairman and Managing
Director, Dr. Srinivas Naik Dharavath, has been honored with the prestigious Global
Icon Award at the G20 Initiative Summit in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

® The summit, a key event organized by the Global Economic Forum, brought together
world leaders, policymakers, and industry visionaries for an exclusive gathering from

November 21-24, 2023.

2) International Gender Equality Prize for 2023

e Finland, a global champion of gender equality, recently conferred the International
Gender Equality Prize for 2023 to the Afghan Women Skills Development Center,
recognizing their unwavering commitment to promoting and safeguarding the rights
of women in Afghanistan.

3) ‘Golden Owl’ award

® Three officers from the Indian Armed Forces, undergoing the prestigious Command
and Staff Course at Defence Services Command and Staff College (DSCSC) in Sr1
Lanka, have been honored with coveted ‘Golden Owl’ award for their performance.

® The award, presented by Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe, recognizes
their exceptional achievements in analytical skills, strategic thinking, and their
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BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

1) Government of India and the Asian Development Bank

 The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) recently solidified
their collaboration with the signing of a $250 million policy-based loan on December
15, 2023.

e This financial support, part of the Industrial Corridor Development Programme
(Subprogramme 2), aims to enhance manufacturing competitiveness, fortify national
supply chains, and integrate with global value chains.

2) World Bank’s latest report reveals India’s

e The World Bank’s latest report reveals India’s leading position in global remittances,
reaching $125 billion in 2023.

e  While remittances to low- and middle-income countries grew by 3.8%, challenges
include declines in the Middle East and North Africa. The report underscores the
crucial role of inclusive labor markets and social protection policies.

IMPORTANT DAYS

1) Goa Liberation Day 2023

* Goa Liberation Day 2023, celebrated annually on December 19, holds special
significance as it commemorates the liberation of the state from Portuguese colonial
rule.

® The year 2023 marks the 62nd anniversary of this momentous occasion, highlighting
the resilience and determination of the people of Goa in their quest for freedom.
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